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Jense allow me o make a general comiment
Cdictions coscerning Norta Korean Given
~infornation. the artificial character of

Coonredirony i nature, s very unwise to make

catvspe shont the situation in the North, or to

Aetaiiod snd speaific predictions. We must deal in

sl es and probabilities —leaving ample room for different

| ' sidothe possibiltty thal new o events or
Sfaransion will regrire us o change our views.

Up o ting point. 1 mid-January, 1995, Kim Jung-11 holds
Sty the oftical ttie of commander of the horean People’s
L Do e Mot Kovean media he is now variously called
Conerat Conrade and more recently the great leader.”
Gt mberting the title earlier bestowed upon his father
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years are passing tfrom the scene despite the tact that several
of them continue to hold key positions. The current illness of
O Jin-U, the key military figure who always stood next to Kim
[I-Sung, is a striking example of the changes about to take place.
To determine the coterie of individuals who will stand next
to Kim Jung-Il, literally and figuratively, of crucial
importance, and it would be amazing if there were no rivalries
and problems in this respect.

There may be other factors, but some combination of these
seems most likely.
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Eoorncot e st e thai oo many months, the

Bon e U bon s pnosident of ooseoretary-general ot

G P e e s ereiner aoportant ofniciad positions in
‘ immorcover,  has  not
fonverine a New Year's
N T Pt KA S 12 2 ST I Hic tather. He did make

YO mciures dspoan od shosved no signs of a dehabilitating

vies e detee e doointing K Jung-ll
;oor both, tends

DO CCHCE Lot o Lo Lote, sy s el Known, the issuce
comsiy rased. That there

4

Dlc bt g mpossible
Ponsden the s w e caboas oo the data available. There
e b, sl o s recoiny, e who have metl Kim
ST IS T E oonbcnss uwoverted individual, one

abie Bite, On these matters,

BRIy vl e s the official end of the
“ - tal disposition of Kim 11
M S Ce e e o e ool aded that untal the elder

Cieounaing pertod s
A S oson to assume
ettt e The et the president must be
oot e o o Sesees v henees the convening of
Hetoonen e 0 e e the oid erahas tormally
: Ut thds assumption s
ute s e oy North Korean

EAENRIN
Al et conn e e cec o detormine precisely who
SN o e e e pew era, especally if Kim
vang-l oo e - saecepnost positions. This could
: ! c e ol generational change.

A

coviae et el oo bransttion from father to son,

fooa shahtly younger generation. The old

Dur trons an oider

Paprort g s cae suircunded Kim H-Sung for so many
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saeae e e should look at the issuce of stability
Sarpor or the new regime at the grass-roots,

G cie s sr o ddbons ol thie Nn'th, and stability within
vornal s cohesiveness of the

fres s cencerational and military-

st omen s fral the public build-up of Kim Jung-

core dran bwenty vears. He has been
; nan who can solve all
Poohos skt ruder constantly solicitous of his

pecnbe s wellrs T this are mmhined both the modern and
e b editiono tabrees o one s wader. Moreover, these eulogies

coscedd g tine highest decibel Tevel since

Db deatn e e the present. For example, according

LBl preatise USocialism Is a Science’ is

avidly ot home and abroad as a work that
. 1S5S,

iothese efforts, however, it seems
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impossible for young Kim to utilize the charisma of Ins tather.

The elder Kim had a personality and a presence that are not
duplicated in his son. Thus, in the final analysis, he will
have to count on performance—the betterment of his people’s
livelihood and the strengthening of his nation's cconomy. It
is impossible to know precisely what the common man thinks
about Kim Jung-ll and his government today. Perhaps the
combined power of constant ideological appeals centering upon
“juche’ jwith its strong nationalist overtones) and the relative
isolation enveloping the ordinary citizen have sufficed to keep
loyalty high. But in the not distant future, conditions must
improve or that loyalty is cortain to decline

In so far as the clite s concerned, there are two theories.
One argument 1s that umity witiun the elite 1s precarious not
only because of gencrational differences but also because of
policy disputes centering upon such questions as the timing
and extent of cconomic reform. I s esserted that so-called
“hard tiners'” fear that to turn out cconomicaily will imduce
“political poliution,” and that changes must be undertaken very
cautiously, whercas the “reformers’ feel that major changes
musl be taken quickly it collapse or at a minimum, scrious
disturbance, is to be avoirded. It is alse argued that to some
extent, these differences separate the military  tfrom  the
“technocrats,” making for a miltary-civihian cleavage.

Another view, however, is that while there are undoubtedly
differences on crucial policy issues, the elite 1s united in its
commutment to the survival of the regime, and that most of
these ssues can and will be compromised. It 1s asserted that
among, the military alse, the need for modernization is
imperative; hence, cconomic reforms cannot be opposed.
Morcover, those who are close to Kim Jung-t are essentially
individuals who have had more education than the older
generation, are highly intelligent and technocratically inclined,
and at the same time, are shrewd politicians, well scasened
in political and diplomatic gamesmanship. A coalition is thus
likely to be constructed, with its military and  cvilian
components, and whether Kim jung-11 rules or reigns, or even

Agelre 3499 gy 9
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CTHANG D ey Sbcaeing, North Korea must attenmpt
; : ' ~namcly. China and
i . nust break with it

il v Moo st Hased on a bigh level of
collermvication and sutarsky Thar strateuy has prodaced
incntiad probiciins very wtux meentnves tor inercased

, i : viant obsolescence due o the
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cconomy being  separated  from the  great scientific--
technological surves of recent decades; and henee, a decliming
GNP. To be sure, other factors have been involved, notably
the collapse of the Seviet Union —a country so crucial to the
North Korcan cconormy —and the ternination of “Friendship
prices.” But at rool the DPRK commomic prod vla ms have been
the same as those experienced by China and Vietham carlier-—
and the North must take the same route to reform as thev if
1tis Lo survive.

[t is inpossible to know preciscly the views of Kim jung-Il
on issucs of cconomic reforny. However, it is clear that some
of the individuals at or near the top of the DPRK government
have reformist instincts. I my view, there are three groups
m the N()rlh who are potential agents of changer first, ‘he
4,00-5,000 indwviduals who recoved training abroad, mostly
in Ldst Europe and the Soviet Union, but some m China
usually in science and technoloy: second, those Koreans now
living in the North who once hved i Japan, many of whom
have continuing contacts there; third, military and diplomatic
personnel stationed abroad at some pomt, mcluding in the
West. From these groups, the reformers will be drawn and
support for a reform program developed

Unquestionably, cconomic change will produce political
strains. However there is a path betsveen that of Leninism
and liberal democracy. T ohave termed it “authoritarian -
pluralism.” Politics  remains authovitanian, with choice
restricted and freedoms imited. But eradually, a avil socicty
emerges avart from the state as mitevesl o mu >k11 velop with
some degree of autoromy And thc ccononmic system is also
pluralistic, with the market plaving an mcreasing role.

Such a svstem characterized the sittanon i a nunber of
developing Asian societies at an carlier stage. among them,
South Korca and Tarwan. [tis stifl essentially the system that
prevails in Indonesia. and in some degree, in Singapore.

The authoritarian—pluralist system is not as stable politically
as the hard authoritarianism characteristic of the Leninist state
The political elite must be more chiblc, end capable

Agetale 1490 oy 13
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changing as ther society evolves economically and socially

Thning is critical. Morcover, external factors inevitably exercise
influence on the society —from those involving music,
art and food to those connected with ideas and information.
s Cinasds 5]

Yot ths s e course which the Astan Leninist societies must
nd at present, China and

greater

tolovy - whatever hazards exist—a

Yaetnan are eading the way,

I sum. collapse is not the only fature scenario tor the North,
nor is necessarily the most tkelv. It is only clear that the status-
North must change, and that is

G cannot e sutslai xl‘ the

the challenge betore its new leadership.
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the Souih too visible in the North, nor to have events move
too rapidly—lest it cause political problems. The enormous
economic gap between North and South naturally worries the
DPRK leaders, and they must move cautiously.

There is every reason for the ROK government and the
private sector i the South to scek and support a growth of
ceonomic relatons with the Novth, not to include stratevic
items. T assume that the South does not want a collapsed North.
The costs to the South - both cconomic and pohical--of such
an cvent would be enormous. Hence, it is in the South's
mterest to see the North turn out cconomically, and to
participate actively i that process.
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necessary o pursue sanchons.

A summit mecting 1s not bkely to be the most usetul step
i mmoving Novthesouth colations ynder current conditions,
When Rim 1-Sunye svas alvve 10 oftored constderabby more
promisc. since Kim's imprimatur or any policy was crucial,
and his instincts in the ‘ilml months of his Life scom to have
been i the direction of change - with worres about the
problems affecting his peeple evidently having an influence
upon hine. But given the multiple uncertaintios at present in
the North a sumnul docs not appear in the offing, nor would
it necessarily be of benefin were it to occur Inomy opimion,
it should not be the South s top prionty.,
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here or elsewhere, since sizeable capital funds are needed to

cs trends in the Siberian economy and

modernize the o

i uciobborng vorthoas China, political relations, especially

with Scuth Koreo and Japan. Inomy opindon, it is too early to
asscss the in'm‘mmau prospects tor this projects.

As for the larger Tumen I‘k‘ita Project. inmy view, the old
Chines proverb s applicable: sleeping in the same bed, but
having Jditterent droms.” hul. of the states centrally involved
had ditferent priorities. Thus. parts of the project will go
forward; but other parts will languish.
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Asian region.
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